
ARC 4738C
HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT[441]

Notice of Intended Action

Proposing rule making related to the monthly standard deduction for personal care services
at a residential care facility and providing an opportunity for public comment

The Department of Human Services hereby proposes to amend Chapter 75, “Conditions of
Eligibility,” Iowa Administrative Code.

Legal Authority for Rule Making

This rule making is proposed under the authority provided in Iowa Code section 249A.4.

State or Federal Law Implemented

This rule making implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code section 249.12.

Purpose and Summary

This proposed rule making will continue to allow an annual change in the statewide monthly standard
deduction for personal care services provided in a licensed residential care facility (RCF) based on
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for All Urban Consumers. This annual change continues to benefit
medically needy members who reside in licensed RCFs because it continues to allow personal care needs
to be applied to the spenddown obligation.

Fiscal Impact

There is minimal fiscal impact expected as a result of this rule making.

Jobs Impact

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.

Waivers

Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rule making would
result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Department for a waiver of the discretionary
provisions, if any, pursuant to rule 441—1.8(17A,217).

Public Comment

Any interested person may submit written comments concerning this proposed rule making. Written
comments in response to this rule making must be received by the Department no later than 4:30 p.m. on
November 26, 2019. Comments should be directed to:

Nancy Freudenberg
Iowa Department of Human Services
Hoover State Office Building, Fifth Floor
1305 East Walnut Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0114
Email: appeals@dhs.state.ia.us

Public Hearing

No public hearing is scheduled at this time. As provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b,” an oral
presentation regarding this rule making may be demanded by 25 interested persons, a governmental
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subdivision, the Administrative Rules Review Committee, an agency, or an association having 25 or
more members.

Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee

The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rule
making by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or
group, review this rule making at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s
meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section
17A.8(6).

The following rule-making action is proposed:
Amend subparagraph 75.1(35)“g”(2) as follows:
(2) Order of deduction. Spenddown shall be adjusted when a bill for a Medicaid-covered service

incurred during the certification period has been applied to meet spenddown if a bill for a covered service
incurred prior to the certification period is subsequently received. Spenddown shall also be adjusted
when a bill for a noncovered Medicaid service is subsequently received with a service date prior to the
Medicaid-covered service. Spenddown shall be adjusted when an unpaid bill for a Medicaid-covered
service incurred during the certification period has been applied to meet spenddown if a paid bill for a
covered service incurred in the certification period is subsequently received with a service date prior to
the date of the notice of spenddown status.

If spenddown has been met and a bill is received with a service date after spenddown has been met,
the bill shall not be deducted to meet spenddown.

Incurred medical expenses, including those reimbursed by a state or political subdivision program
other thanMedicaid, but excluding those otherwise subject to payment by a third party, shall be deducted
in the following order:

1. Medicare and other health insurance premiums, deductibles, or coinsurance charges.
EXCEPTION: When some of the household members are eligible for full Medicaid benefits under

the Health Insurance Premium Payment Program (HIPP), as provided in rule 441—75.21(249A), the
health insurance premium shall not be allowed as a deduction to meet the spenddown obligation of those
persons in the household in the medically needy coverage group.

2. An average statewide monthly standard deduction for the cost of medically necessary personal
care services provided in a licensed residential care facility shall be allowed as a deduction for
spenddown. These personal care services include assistance with activities of daily living such as
preparation of a special diet, personal hygiene and bathing, dressing, ambulation, toilet use, transferring,
eating, and managing medication.

The average statewide monthly standard deduction for personal care services shall be based on the
average per day rate of health care costs associated with residential care facilities participating in the
state supplementary assistance program for a 30.4-day month as computed in the Compilation of Various
Costs and Statistical Data (Category: All; Type of Care: Residential Care Facility; Location: All; Type
of Control: All) by multiplying the previous year’s average per day rate by the inflation factor increase
during the preceding calendar year ending December 31 of the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The average statewide standard deduction
for personal care services used in the medically needy program shall be updated and effective the first
day of the first month beginning two full months after the release of the Compilation of Various Costs
and Statistical Data for the previous fiscal year.

3. Medical expenses for necessary medical and remedial services that are recognized under state
law but not covered by Medicaid, chronologically by date of submission.

4. Medical expenses for acupuncture, chronologically by date of submission.
5. Medical expenses for necessary medical and remedial services that are covered by Medicaid,

chronologically by date of submission.

2

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListComm?groupID=705&ga=88

